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1 APPLICABILITY

1.1 Project Summary
The proposed Rincon Government Center Solar Panel and Energy Storage Microgrid Installation
Project (Proposed Project) may result in the issuance of a Business Lease (Proposed Action) by
the Rincon Band of Luisefio Indians (Rincon Band) that would allow construction and operation
of this facility. The Proposed Project is expected to be added to an anticipated tax equity
financing agreement that will include leasing arrangements that the Tribe must approve under
the Rincon Business Leasing Regulations (Rincon Tribal Code §7.600), adopted by the Tribe in
August 2013, amended in December 2014, and approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in June
2015. Pursuant to §7.607 of the Leasing Regulations, the proponent of a Business Lease must
complete an environmental review process that includes the preparation of a Tribal
Environmental Impact Report (TEIR) to assess potential impacts. Under the Rincon Business
Leasing Regulations, this Draft TEIR analyzes the Proposed Project’s minimal to insignificant
impacts in order to allow the Rincon Band to consider approval of the Business Lease.

The Rincon Reservation, an area of approximately 6,000 acres located in north-eastern San
Diego County, California, was acquired by the United States in trust for the benefit of the
Rincon Band in exchange for tribal lands and resources ceded to the State of California. The
current membership of the Rincon Band consists of more than 500 members, and the current
population of the Rincon Band Reservation is approximately 1500 residents. The tribally-owned
and operated Harrah's Resort Southern California generates the vast majority of the revenue
available for the Rincon Band tribal government, Reservation infrastructure, and essential
governmental services to the membership.

Solaris Energy is the entity that has requested to establish this Business Lease on the Rincon
Band Reservation to install a microgrid system at the Rincon Government Center with a 333-
kilowatt (kW) carport photovoltaic (PV) system located within existing parking lots to provide
shade and connect to a battery energy storage system (BESS) to provide renewable energy to
offset Rincon Tribal customer load. The microgrid will use the PV system and energy storage to
provide backup power to the existing Government Center facilities in the event of grid failure.

1.2 Authority

The Rincon Band is a sovereign Indian tribal government and has sole land use authority over
the Rincon Reservation. This TEIR has been written in accordance with the Rincon Band
Business Leasing Regulations (Rincon Tribal Code [RTC] §7.600; Attachment 1), adopted by
the Rincon Band on August 31, 2013, amended on December 12, 2014, and approved by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs in June 2015. These regulations are authorized by and subject to United
States Code §415, as amended by the Helping Expedite and Advance Responsible Tribal Home
Ownership Act of 2012, H.R. 205, 112th Congress (2012) (HEARTH Act), its implementing
regulations 25 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 162, and §6 of the Articles of
Association of the Rincon Band.

Subject to RTC §7.607(a), the Tribal Council shall not approve a Business Lease until
completion of the Environmental Review Process pursuant to §7.607. Under §7.607(d)(1), the
Tribe shall cause the preparation of a comprehensive and adequate TEIR analyzing the
potentially significant effects of the Proposed Action (Proposed Proposed) on the environment.
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The TEIR shall provide detailed information about significant environmental effect(s) that the
lease is likely to have. The TEIR shall include the following: a description of the physical
environmental conditions in the vicinity of the development project; all significant
environmental effects, including those that cannot be avoided or are irreversible; and mitigation
measures proposed, recommended, or required to minimize impacts to acceptable levels.

1.3 Purpose and Need
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to add an anticipated tax equity financing agreement
(currently under negotiation) that will include leasing arrangements that the Tribe must approve
under the Rincon Business Leasing Regulations in order to implement the Proposed Project.
Solaris Energy has requested to establish a Business Lease on the Rincon Band Reservation to
install a microgrid system at the Rincon Government Center to provide backup power in the
event of grid failure. Implementation of the Proposed Project, subject to approval of the
Business Lease (Proposed Action), will provide dependable electricity for uses on the Rincon
Band Reservation.

1.4 TEIR Methodology
This TEIR has been written in accordance with the Rincon Band Business Leasing Regulations
(Rincon Tribal Code [RTC] §7.600; Attachment 1) and includes the following: a description of
the physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of the development project; all significant
environmental effects, including those that cannot be avoided or are irreversible; and mitigation
measures proposed, recommended, or required to minimize impacts to acceptable levels. In
order to comply with TEIR requirements, a reasonable range of alternatives to the Proposed
Project was evaluated in Section 2.0 to determine whether an alternative with fewer impacts
could meet the purpose and need for the Proposed Action. Section 3.0 of this TEIR discusses
existing site conditions and significance thresholds as they relate to individual environmental
issues. Potential impacts and recommended feasible mitigation measures associated with the
Proposed Project (Environmentally Preferred Alternative) and the No Project Alternative are
addressed in Section 4.0 Environmental Consequences.

This Draft TEIR was prepared to determine if implementation of the Proposed Project would
result in potential environmental impacts to the following relevant issue areas: aesthetics,
agriculture, air quality and greenhouse gases, biology and cultural resources, geology and soils,
hazards and hazardous materials, water resources, land use, minerals, noise, traffic, public
services, and utilities.

Data collected in support of the TEIR included an assessment of biological and cultural
resources, a review of the location and density of residential development within a one-mile
radius of the Proposed Project site, a review of Rincon Tribe environmental plans and policies, a
review of San Diego County air quality and land use plans and policies, and contacts with
Rincon Tribe public service providers, including the Fire Department, and utilities that serve the
Rincon Band Reservation.
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1.5 TEIR Conclusion

This Draft TEIR was prepared to determine if the implementation of the Proposed Project would
result in potential environmental impacts to the following relevant issue areas: aesthetics,
agriculture, air quality and greenhouse gases, biology and cultural resources, geology and soils,
hazards and hazardous materials, water resources, land use, minerals, noise, traffic, public
services, and utilities. This Draft TEIR concludes that the Proposed Project will not result in any
highly controversial or uncertain effects on the environment or pose any unique or unknown
environmental risks to the immediate and surrounding environment, and that it will not establish
a precedent.

1.6 Off-Reservation Impacts
This TEIR also evaluates the effects of the Proposed Project on the off-reservation environment.
The closest off-reservation property is located approximately 3000 feet south of the Proposed
Project, and other off-reservation areas are over one mile away. Considering these distances
from the Proposed Project, and the implementation of Best Management Practices incorporated
into the Proposed Project description, any off-reservation impacts in environmental topic areas
such as traffic, air quality/GHGs, noise, and living resources to off-reservation resources would
be avoided or reduced to less-than-significant levels and, consequently, are not discussed in
detail in this TEIR.

1.7 Public Review and Comment
A Notice of Completion (NOC) for the Proposed Project was issued on January 18, 2024,
initiating a 30-day comment period with a scheduled closure date of February 17, 2024. The
Draft TEIR is available for public review at: https://rincon-nsn.gov. Hard copies of the Draft
TEIR can be reviewed at the Tribal Government Center, One Government Center Lane, Valley
Center, California 92082. For more information, contact the Rincon Environmental Department,
Camille Merchant, Environment Director, at cmerchant@rincon-nsn.gov or (760) 749-1051.

January 2024 3 Rincon Band of Luisefio Indians
DRAFT Tribal Environmental Impact Report


https://rincon-nsn.gov/
mailto:%20cmerchant@rincon-nsn.gov

Rincon Government Center Solar Panel and Energy Storage Microgrid
DRAFT Tribal Environmental Impact Report

2 ALTERNATIVES

2.1 Proposed Project (Proposed Action)
The Rincon Band proposes to grant a Business Lease to install a microgrid system at the Rincon
Government Center at One Government Center Drive in Rincon, California, within the Rincon
Indian Reservation, being a portion of USGS 7.5-minute Quadrangle Boucher Hill (1948),
Section 2, Township 10 South, Range 1 West, San Bernardino Base, and Meridian, in the
County of San Diego, State of California (Attachment 2, Figure 1). This includes the installation
of 333 kilowatts (kW) of carport solar PV panels, an energy storage facility, and underground
conduit to support these facilities on Rincon Band Tribal land. The PV will tie into a generation
panel located adjacent to Rincon’s existing meter, main switchboard, and generator located in a
small portion of the paved parking lot on the northwestern corner of the Government Center
building, in areas that were previously disturbed, as shown on Attachment 2, Figure 2). This is
also where the Proposed Project BESS and PV components will interconnect with SDG&E’s main
grid system. The carport PV system will provide shade within the existing parking area and will
be connected to a BESS to manage power by delivering backup and peak power to the existing
building in the event of grid failure.

The Proposed Project’s solar PV panels would be constructed on top of six carport canopies in
the existing paved employee and overflow parking areas at the south end of the Government
Center. Some excavation and utility replacement will occur near the existing generation panel
located adjacent to Rincon’s existing meter, main switchboard, and diesel-powered emergency
generator located in a small portion of the paved parking lot on the northwestern corner of the
Government Center building. Under the Proposed Action, an area of approximately 28.900
square feet (0.66 acre) would be developed/disturbed (see Attachment 2, Figure 2).

Construction activities would include the following: construction equipment access (along
existing roads and previously disturbed areas adjacent to the Government Center); horizontal
boring for underground conduit and cable (approximately 920 linear feet at 4-foot depth) to connect
the solar PV carport panels to the battery storage and generator area; and placement/construction of
the six carport PV canopies involving drilling support posts in the parking lot.

Project construction is expected to be completed in approximately 20 weeks. Boring, trenching,
and drilling work associated with PV Carport and electrical system installation would be
completed within 16 weeks, and permit acceptance is expected to take approximately 4 weeks.
Minimal pre-construction staging is expected and would occur within disturbed areas or parking
lots of the Government Center. Minimal ground disturbance would occur, and minimal soil fill
material would be needed.

Permits for the Proposed Action require TEIR Review for Lease Approval from Rincon Tribal
Council.
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The following Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be implemented during project

construction and operation:

TABLE 1. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

BMP
NUMBER

TEIR ISSUE
AREA

BMP DESCRIPTION

BMP-1

Land

Resources,
Geology &
Seismicity

Site clearing, preparation, moisture conditioning, review of imported
fill, fill placement, observation of foundation excavations, and
grading will be conducted in accordance with the recommendations
put forth in the Geotechnical Report (Geocon, 2023) and will be
verified to ensure compliance with standard engineering practices.

BMP-2

Water
Resources

A Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP) will be prepared and will
include the following BMPs:

Impervious surfaces will be designed and constructed so
that runoff will be directed into storm drains that will
subsequently direct flow into existing stormwater
infrastructure.

Materials containment, such as fiber rolls and straw
wattles, will be installed around down-slope perimeters
and at the base of stockpiles.

Soil stockpiles will be covered when not in active use.

Straw mulch will be applied according to the
manufacturer specifications to stabilize disturbed areas.

Temporary disturbed surfaces will have erosion control
measures in place.

Temporary erosion control measures, including straw
wattles/fiber rolls, and silt fencing, will be provided over
base soils until revegetation or landscaping is
established.

Debris and mud on nearby streets caused by construction
vehicles will be monitored daily and may require
instituting a street cleaning program.

BMP-3

Transportation

Designated travel routes for large construction vehicles
will be monitored and controlled by flaggers for site
ingress and egress.

To the extent possible, construction will maximize the
number of available parking spaces for visitors and
employees at the Rincon Government Center.

BMP-+4

Noise

Construction activities would be limited to daytime
hours Monday through Friday.

Powered equipment will comply with applicable federal
regulations and will be fitted with adequate mufflers
according to manufacturing specifications to minimize
construction noise.

BMP-5

Air
Quality/ GHG

Dust emissions during transport of fill material or soil
would be minimized by wetting down loads, ensuring
adequate freeboard (space from the top of the material to

January 2024
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BMP
NUMBER

TEIR ISSUE
AREA

BMP DESCRIPTION

the top of the truck bed) on trucks, and/or covering
loads.

Dirt, gravel, and debris piles would be minimized as
needed to reduce dust and wind-blown debris.

CAPs, GHG, and DPM emissions would be controlled
during construction by requiring that all diesel-powered
vehicles and equipment be properly maintained,
minimizing idling time to five minutes when loading or
unloading vehicles, and turning diesel-powered
equipment off when not in use, unless per the engine
manufacturer’s specifications or for safety reasons, more
time is required.

BMP-6

Hazardous
Materials

Personnel will follow BMPs for fueling and servicing construction
equipment and vehicles. BMPs that are designed to reduce the
potential for incidents/spills involving hazardous materials include
the following:

Fuel, oil, and hydraulic fluids will be transferred directly
from a service truck to equipment.

Catch-pans will be placed under equipment to catch
potential spills during servicing.

Vehicle engines will be shut down during refueling.

No smoking, open flames, or welding will be allowed in
refueling or service areas.

Refueling will be conducted away from water bodies to
prevent contamination in the event of a leak.

Service trucks will be provided with fire extinguishers
and spill containment equipment.

Should a spill occur, contaminated soil will be disposed
of pursuant to applicable regulations.

Containers storing hazardous materials will be inspected
at least once a week for signs of leaks.

Hazardous materials such as fuels and solvents used in
the construction shall be stored in covered containers a
minimum of 200 feet from aquatic environments and
protected from rainfall, runoff, vandalism, and
accidental release to the environment.

A stockpile of spill cleanup materials shall be readily
available at the project site. Construction workers will be
trained in spill prevention and cleanup.

Equipment used during construction shall be properly
inspected and maintained in designated areas with runoff
and erosion control measures to minimize accidental
release of pollutants.

Should contaminated soil or groundwater be
encountered during earth-moving activities, work will be

January 2024
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BMP
NUMBER

TEIR ISSUE
AREA

BMP DESCRIPTION

halted until a hazardous materials specialist or other
qualified individual assesses the extent of contamination.
If the contamination is hazardous, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) will be
consulted to determine the appropriate course of action,
including a sampling and remediation plan if necessary.

Contractors shall prepare and implement a Hazardous
Materials Business Plan (HMBP) in compliance with the
California Health and Safety Code if large quantities of
hazardous materials are used during construction and
operation.

BMP-7

Hazardous
Materials

BESS components will be monitored and maintained in a timely
fashion, consistent with manufacturer’s recommended timeframes.

BMP-8

Living
Resources (Oak
Trees)

All Project plans and design revisions should avoid impacts to onsite

oak trees.
[ ]

Biological monitoring should occur for all activities
conducted around the oak trees impacted by the
Proposed Project. This includes both surface and
subsurface activities.

Grading/trenching activities should be restricted to areas
outside the drip line and root zone of the trees.

A sturdy, temporary barrier should be placed around the
tree dripline until construction activities are completed.

Every effort should be made to put all utility lines, etc.,
in one trench rather than digging many trenches. In
addition, hand-excavated trenches and tunnels are less
destructive and preferred alternatives to machine
trenching. Other preferred alternatives that are less
destructive include boring conduits through the soil for
utility lines.

Any roots permanently exposed from grading or
scraping of topsoil should be cleanly cut just below the
new soil grade.

January 2024
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2.2 No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative assumes that the Proposed Project would not be built. The purpose and
need for the Proposed Project would not be fulfilled under this alternative. Existing conditions at
the Government Center site would remain unchanged under the No Action Alternative, and no
environmental consequences would occur.

2.3 Preferred Alternative
The Proposed Action is the Preferred Alternative and involves the development of the Proposed
Project within portions of the Rincon Government Center parking lot. This alternative includes
the placement of six solar PV carport canopies connected by subsurface conduit to the Rincon
Government Center’s existing electrical generation panels, meter, main switchboard, and
generator. This is the only alternative that would fulfill the Proposed Project’s purpose and
needs.
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3 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT (EXISTING CONDITIONS)

A discussion of existing site conditions as they relate to individual environmental issues is
provided below. These conditions would remain the same under the No Action Alternative.

3.1 Land Resources
The Proposed Project site is adjacent to the Rincon Government Center located at 1 Government
Center Drive, just east of Valley Center Road, within the southern portion of the Rincon
Reservation south of the existing Harrah’s Resort Southern California casino in San Diego
County, California (see Attachment 2, Figure 2).

Land uses within a one-mile radius surrounding the Proposed Project site include Valley Center
Road (also known as County Road S6) and residential development. There are approximately 80
residences within the radius, which are located within the Rincon Band Reservation. Residences
west of the Proposed Project site are accessed directly from Valley Center Road onto cul-de-
sacs. Residences on the east side of the radius are accessed from Paradise Creek Lane, which
connects to Valley Center Drive approximately 2700 feet south of the Government Center,
parallels Valley Center Drive, for nearly 4000 feet when it turns into Omish Drive and
reconnects to Valley Center Drive approximately 2000 feet north of the Government Center.

The Government Center was developed in 2018 and includes one administrative building with
paved parking lots and landscaping around the western and southern sides of the building. The
entire surface of the Proposed Project site is either paved, graded, or landscaped. There are
seven oak trees in the southern portion of the Government Center Project. To the south of the
Proposed Project is a disturbed, graded, and graveled lot for approximately 400 feet, followed by
a small natural ephemeral creek (Kuutpat Creek) with associated disturbed coastal sage scrub
habitat that flows from the west, under Valley Center Road, eastward to Paradise Creek,
approximately 1,500 feet east of the Proposed Project site. To the west are Valley Center Road,
Waa-ash Road, and rural residential development. East of the Proposed Project site is a narrow
strip of disturbed coastal sage scrub, followed by rural, residential, developed areas.

Geology and Seismicity. The Proposed Project is located within the eastern mountain valley area of
the Peninsular Ranges physiographic province, which extends from north to south from the Traverse
Ranges and the Los Angeles Basin to Baja California, Mexico.

The Proposed Project site has relatively flat topography. The elevation of the site is
approximately 995 feet above mean sea level. The Proposed Project site is located within the
existing parking areas for the Rincon Government Center. There is minimal vegetation in the
area. Existing vegetation surrounding the parking lot includes a bioretention basin.

According to soil maps, the Proposed Project site soils consist of Visalia sandy loam with 5 to
9 percent slopes (VaC) (NRCS, 2023). A geotechnical report found the geologic conditions
consisted of compacted fill, uncompacted fill, alluvium, and granitic rock (Geocon, 2023). It is
expected that the soil underlying the majority of the Proposed Project site consists of a 4- to
13-foot layer of compacted fill with an underlying layer of alluvium (Geocon, 2023). Both
materials possess a “very low” expansion potential, and the compacted fill in particular is
considered suitable to support the proposed project (Geocon, 2023).
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The Proposed Project site is not located within a designated Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Studies Zone, and there are no known active fault traces (California Department of
Conservation, 2023). The nearest earthquake faults are the Julian segment of the Elsinore Fault,
which is located approximately five miles north of the Proposed Project site (USGS, 2023a).
Thus, the potential for the site to be subject to liquefaction and ground rupture hazards
associated with an active earthquake fault is considered to be very low (Geocon, 2023). The
Geologic hazards in the area are primarily limited to those caused by ground shaking from
carthquake-generated ground motions on these and other regional earthquake faults.

Due to the topography of the area and the lack of slope instability, landslides are not considered
to be a significant concern (Geocon, 2023). Furthermore, due to the inland location of the
Proposed Project Site, the risk of being impacted by a storm surge is considered low, and the
potential risk of being impacted by a tsunami or seiche is considered negligible (Geocon, 2023).

Mineral Resources. The Proposed Project site is not known to be underlain by an oil, gas, or
geothermal field, and there are no oil or gas wells on or near the site (CalGEM, 2023; DOC,
2001). The site is also not located in an area where significant aggregate resources (i.e., sand and
gravel) are present, and there are no mineral extraction activities occurring on or near the site
(DOC, 2020).

Paleontological Resources. As stated above, the Proposed Project site is located on previously
developed areas near the Rincon Government Center. Further, no prehistoric resources were
found during the cultural assessment conducted for the site by Destiny Archaeology Consulting
Ltd. (DACL, 2023).

3.2 Water Resources
Paradise Creek is located approximately 1,500 feet to the east of the Proposed Project site, with

Kuupat Creek, an ephemeral stream flowing west to east, approximately 600 feet to the south
(USGS, 2023b).

Surface Water Resources. The Proposed Project site is in a developed area located south of
Pauma Valley, within part of the San Luis Rey River watershed (SanGIS, 2014). Paradise Creek,
a tributary to the San Luis Rey River, is located approximately 1,500 feet to the east.

Groundwater Resources. The Proposed Project site overlies the edge of the southern end of the
Upper San Luis Rey Valley groundwater basin, which underlies the San Luis Rey River
watershed and tributaries to the river, including Paradise Creek (California Department of Water
Resources, 2023; SanGIS, 2014). This groundwater basin is comprised of alluvium underlain by
bedrock (GeoScience, 2022), and it is expected that groundwater in the area is deeper than 100
feet below existing grade (Geocon, 2023).

Flooding. The Proposed Project site is located west of Paradise Creek and is approximately 0.6
miles southeast of the closest FEMA Flood Hazard Zone, the Area of Undetermined Flood
Hazard Zone D (FEMA, 2021). Zone D outlines an area where no flood analysis has been
undertaken but a possible flood hazard may exist (FEMA, 2022).

January 2024 10 Rincon Band of Luisefio Indians
DRAFT Tribal Environmental Impact Report



Rincon Government Center Solar Panel and Energy Storage Microgrid
DRAFT Tribal Environmental Impact Report

3.3 Air Quality / Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Air quality is defined by ambient air concentrations of seven criteria air pollutants, which are
common air pollutants identified by the USEPA to be of concern with respect to the health and
welfare of the general public. These pollutants include nitrogen dioxide (NO,), ozone (O;),
respirable particulate matter less than 10 micrometers in diameter (PM,), fine particulate matter
less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter (PM, 5), carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur dioxide (SO,), and
lead. Federal and Tribal governments regulate these criteria for air pollutants through ambient
standards based on the health and/or environmental effects of each pollutant. As the responsible
agency for enforcing the Federal Clean Air Act (CAA), the EPA has authority over tribal lands,
including the Tribe’s reservation.

The Proposed Project site is located within the San Diego Air Basin (SDAB). The San Diego
County Air Pollution Control District (SDCAPCD) has jurisdiction over the SDAB. Although
the SCAPCD does not have jurisdiction on tribal lands, it is the regional agency responsible for
protecting public health from air pollution in San Diego County, where the major sources of air
pollutants are motor vehicle emissions, industrial processes, and solvent evaporation. The
SDCAPCD has 12 monitoring stations in the air basin, with the Escondido station located
nearest to the Proposed Project site (SDAPCD, 2022). However, this station is currently non-
operational, pending meeting City of Escondido requirements to re-establish an air monitoring
station in this area (SDAPCD, 2022). Before closing, O; readings at this station in 2013 and
2014 exceeded the federal 8-hour standard, and readings in 2015 were 0.070 ppm, at the
NAAQS limit (PSOMAS, 2017). Until the Escondido station is reestablished, the closest station
is the Rancho Carmel Drive Station, approximately 19.7 miles to the southwest, closely
followed by the Palomar Airport Station, approximately 20 miles to the southwest. However,
due to locational restrictions and the different purposes of the reporting stations, Kearny Villa
Road Station (29.5 miles south) and Lexington Elementary School Station (32 miles south) are
the closest stations that monitor ozone and respirable particulate matter. Readings at the stations
(as provided in Table 2) show that 2022 ozone levels exceeded the federal 8-hour standard. With
the exception of ozone level and 2020 PM> sreadings, other readings were below the federal
standards.

San Diego County is in partial non-attainment of the federal 8-hour ozone standard but is in
attainment or unclassifiable for other federal air quality standards (EPA, 2023b).

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are atmospheric gases and clouds within the atmosphere that
influence the Earth’s temperature by absorbing most of the infrared radiation that rises from the
sun-warmed surface and that would otherwise escape into space. Some GHGs occur naturally
and are emitted into the atmosphere through natural processes, while others are created and
emitted solely through human activities. GHGs generally include carbon dioxide (CO2),
methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N20), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and
sulfur hexafluoride (SF6). GHGs are air pollutants covered by the Clean Air Act (CAA) and are
considered to pose a threat to the public health and welfare of current and future generations.
GHG emissions currently generated by the Rincon Government Center would be comparable to
standard commercial/office buildings with parking lots.
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TABLE 2. AIR QUALITY MONITORING DATA (2020-2022)

Annual Annual
. . . Annual Readings at Rancho |Readings at| Readings at
Air Pollutant Naélo:la.': %T;:g::‘glr Carmel Dr. Station Lexington Kearny Villa
uanity Station |Road Station

2020 2021 2022 2022 2022
Ozone (O3)
Maximum 8-hour concentration 0.070 ppm % " " 0.076 0.071
(ppm)
Annual Average (ppm) - * * * 0.046 0.044
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)
Maximum 1-hour concentration 0.100 ppm 0054 | 0054 | 0.050 | 0.038 0.049
(ppm)
Annual Average (ppm) 0.053 ppm 0.013 0.013 0.005 | 0.006 0.006
Carbon Monoxide (CO)
?;I;i;l)mum 1-hour concentration 35 ppm 33 3.0 29 12 %
I(\;I;E)mum 8-hour concentration 9 ppm 17 18 12 11 N
Annual Average (ppm) - 0.5 0.5 0.29 0.3 *
Fine Particulate Matter (PM> s)
x;z)mum 24-hour concentration | 35 s 402 235 | 149 | 264 13.9
Annual Average (ppm) 12.0 pg/m’ 9.2 8.5 7.69 9.0 6.8
Respirable Particulate Matter
(PMo)
i\lfjlgﬁ)mum 24-hour concentration 150 pg/m’ % " " 44.0 %
Annual Average (ppm) - * * * 22.0 *

ppm: parts per million; pg/m?: micrograms per cubic meter

*data not recorded

Source: EPA, 2023; SDCAPCD 2021, 2022, 2023
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3.4 Living Resources
Vegetation. The Proposed Project site is located within part of the already-developed Rincon
Government Center. The Proposed Project footprint is entirely within paved, compacted, and
landscaped areas around the current Rincon Reservation Tribal Administration Building
(Government Center). Areas not covered with concrete are disturbed with minimal landscaped
vegetation (90 to 100 percent bare ground), including some oak trees. The vegetation
community adjacent to the Proposed Project footprint is very disturbed and open, with a mix of
native and non-native understory species and scattered native shrubs. There are no significant
barriers between the Proposed Project site and known arroyo toad habitat. Kuutpat Creek, an
ephemeral drainage leading to Paradise Creek, is immediately south of the Proposed Project site.
This is a high-gradient drainage system that is very unlikely to ever support arroyo toad
breeding, but it provides a direct corridor for foraging arroyo toads to travel to the Proposed
Project area.

Wildlife. Reviews of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife California Natural
Diversity Database and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning
and Consultation and species occurrence database (IPaC) were conducted for the Proposed
Project site and vicinity. Federally listed species that may occur in the vicinity include Stephens’
kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi, threatened), coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila
californica californica, threatened), least Bell’s vireo (Vireo belli pusillus, endangered),
southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus, endangered), arroyo toad
(endangered), monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus, candidate), and Nevin’s barberry (Berberis
nevinii, endangered). No critical habitat for these species occurs within or adjacent to the
Proposed Project Site (USFWS 2023). The closest critical habitat for arroyo toads is
approximately 1.2 miles east of the Proposed Project site.

Based on required habitat features for these species, the arroyo toad is the only species likely to
occur within the vicinity of the Proposed Project. The Arroyo Toad (Anaxyrus californicus)
Habitat Assessment for a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) at the Rincon Reservation
Tribal Administration Building (Tierra Data Inc. [TDI] 2023) (Attachment 3) found that the
habitat within the entire Proposed Project survey area is neither optimal aestivation habitat nor
close enough to Paradise Creek to be likely to be used by this species. The Rincon Tribal
Resource Conservation Plan (TRCMP, 2018) classifies arroyo toad Upland/Aestivation Habitat
as areas within %2 a mile (805m) or 85 feet elevation from the nearest breeding habitat, with
friable soils and less than 75 percent cover of invasive non-native species such as bromes. The
project area is just under 1,500 feet (450m) from Paradise Creek, and the nearest recorded
arroyo toad was found just over 500m away (Attachment 2, Figure 3). TDI’s Arroyo Toad
Habitat Assessment indicates that while the soil in the Proposed Project survey area is not an
optimal soil type for arroyo toads, it is friable, and the habitats around the Rincon Government
Center could additionally support aestivating or foraging arroyo toads given the numerous
mammal burrows in the soil. Also, Kuutpat Creek, immediately south of the Proposed Project
site, provides a direct corridor for foraging arroyo toads to travel through the Project area.

No suitable habitat (i.e., foraging, nesting, or other) was observed for the remaining federally
listed threatened and endangered species that are known to occur in the region. Criti